Abnormal Papanicolaou smears. Comparison of cytology, colposcopy and cervical swab DNA hybridization.
Cervical swab sampling for DNA hybridization was performed on 89 women attending a colposcopy clinic. In situ hybridization studies for human papillomavirus (HPV) types 6/11, 16/18 and 31/33/35 were performed on the specimens. Biopsy specimens were obtained from 65 patients. The cytologic, colposcopic and histologic results were classified into five groups and assigned a score of 0-5, depending upon the diagnosis. An increasing score correlated positively with the presence of HPV, especially types 16/18 and 31/33/35. A comparison was made of the sensitivity, specificity, and positive and negative predictive values for the standard method of colposcopic evaluation versus the standard method combined with DNA cervical swab sampling. No significant changes in the parameters were found when the DNA cervical swab was added.